FEMA NATIONAL US&R RESPONSE SYSTEM 

Canine Search Specialist Certification Process

Foundation Skills Assessment Shadow Training Worksheet
Shadow Evaluator_______________________________ Date_____________

Trainer________________________________________

This guide is used to develop your knowledge of the Foundation Skills Assessment in the Canine Search Specialist Certification Process (CSSCP). It is crucial that an evaluator have a clear understanding of the process and the ability to accurately assess a canine team’s skill level to perform disaster search.

Use this guide in conjunction with the CSSCP document with your Shadow Evaluator Trainer.  As you review and answer the questions, you will be learning the content of the document as well as what is expected of you, and the testing teams. 

INTRODUCTION: Section I

Please read Section I- Introduction of the CSSCP document. The following questions and statements address some of the material in this section. However, you should be familiar with the information presented in the entire section.

EVALUATION GUIDELINES: Section I 

· The FSA may be given in a   ____________ or _______________ format.

· If a segmented format is used, Element 5 must been given within  __  months of  Elements 1-4

· Of the six agility obstacles, how many agility obstacles must the team complete?  ___   

· How many are mandatory?   ___

· The team must successfully complete all 5 Elements.  T     F

· Below list some of the strengths and skills that a disaster search dog should possess.      

1 ___________________________ 

2. ___________________________

3. ___________________________

4. ___________________________

5.  ___________________________

GROUND RULES: Section II

· Read the Ground Rules in Section II, page 1 then answer the following questions.

· Are training aides allowed?  Y    N

· What type of reward is not allowed on the rubble?      __________         

· Why?     ___________________________

· When must a dog’s collar be removed?   During Elements: 1    2    3    4    5

· Are muzzles allowed?     Y    N

· What, if anything, may be attached to the collar other than a regular lead when 

        appropriate?   ______________________

· Identify three types of collars that are not allowed:  _________   _____________   _______________    

· May the canine team practice on an element before the assessment?  Y   N

· During a test who is responsible for the control, care, and safety of the dog?  _________________

· What consequence could result during testing if canine control, care or safety is not maintained?  

__________________,   ___________________ or _______________________________

· What safety gear is the handler required to wear?  ___________, _____________, ________________

___________________, ___________________, ___________________, ____________________

· Aggression is not tolerated. What would you do if you witnessed a dog’s aggressive behavior at any time during the test?  

1)  _________________________

2) ____________________________

3) ____________________________________________________

· List the reasons a team may be excused from finishing all five elements:

1) ____________________________
2) ____________________________
3) _____________________________
4) ______________________________
5) ______________________________
6) ______________________________
7) ________________________________
All accidents or injuries shall be reported to:  _____________________________
ELEMENT DESCRIPTION: Section II
Please read Section II and then answer the following questions.

ELEMENT 1: Obedience

· Below list the required obedience skills and explain why they are required of the disaster search dog.

1. __________________________

2. __________________________

3. ___________________________

4. ____________________________

Aggression:

· How long is the dog left unattended during the test for human aggression?  _________

· When does timing start? __________________________________

· Who should get the dog?  _____________________________

· Which dog is being assessed during the figure 8?  ________________________

· Why is a loose lead necessary?  _____________________________________________

· If the dog is not on a loose lead what would you do? _____________________________

·  Are you judging the dog’s ability to heel during this part of the test?  Y      N
Off lead heeling through crowd:

· How is heeling defined on this evaluation?  ___________________________________

· May the handler talk to his dog?    Y       N

· Explain:  Repetitive commands are acceptable.

· What commands are given?  __________, ____________, __________, ______________, _____________________

· Why is it important for the evaluator to write down the pattern they will call ahead of time?  

_______________________________

Emergency Stop:

· The dog is placed   _____________  from the handler.

· When does the handler begin the exercise?  ______________________

· When does the handler stop the dog?  ___________________________
· What is the evaluator judging?  _________________________________

· Are multiple commands allowed?  Y      N

· What would you do if the dog is anticipating the stop? ____________________
ELEMENT 1: Obedience continued

Long Wait:

· How far apart are the dogs?  _____________________
· Is the leash left on or off? ________________________________________________________

· The dog may ____, ______, or _________(position) but shall not move more than ____________

· How long are the dogs left before the handlers start to return?   __________________

· When does the time start on this exercise?    _____________________________

· When is the exercise complete?  _____________________________________

· May the handlers hand signal their dogs to stay on the return?    Y     N

· Explain what to do if a dog breaks the down ___________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

ELEMENT 2 - Bark Alert:

· Why do disaster search dogs perform a bark alert/bark behavior?    ___________,  _____________, _______________________________

· What are the required skills?

1)

2)

3)

· The team has ________  minutes to perform the exercise.

· When is the handler allowed to direct the dog?  ____________________________________
· Once the canine has recognized the victim’s scent the handler   __________________________

· How will you know the dog has recognized the victim’s scent? ____________________________

____________________________________________

· Once the canine has committed to the victim’s location, the dog must

1)_________________

2)___________________


· There will be  _____ timers.

· The dog will not access the victim.  T      F

· The victim is  ___  yards from the start line, and is in place for  ___ minutes before the first dog performs.

· Where is the victim placed?   ________________________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________

ELEMENT 3 - Direction and Control:

· Why must a handler be able to direct and control the disaster search dog? 

___________________________________________________

· What are the Required Skills in this element?  

1)_______________________________

2)_______________________________

3)_______________________________

· The team has _______  minutes to complete the exercise. 

· The dog must stay on the elevation for at least  ____   seconds. 

· On the first go out the dog must go up onto the 1st specified elevation. If he goes onto any other elevation the handler _______________________________________

· The handler may give multiple commands     T      F

· How many elevations can be used?  __________________ 

· List the skills that must be demonstrated:

1) ____________

2) ______________

3) ______________

4) _______________

5) _______________

6) _________________

7) _________________

· After the send out, if the canine crosses the start line or touches the handler, the handler ___________________________________________

· What kind of objects may be used?  ________________________________________.

· Elevations should be approximately _________ inches across and _________ inches high.

· The testing field should be straightforward to test these skills.   T    F

Make sure you are familiar with the course construction found in section II

ELEMENT 4 - Agility:

· Why is agility training necessary for the search disaster dog?  _____________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________

· What skills does the dog need to overcome his natural instincts? __________________, ______________, ________________________, _____________________________

· Define bailing_________________________________________________________________

· The 4 mandatory obstacles are:  __________, ___________, ____________, ______________

· The dog must demonstrate a ________ and __________ on any obstacle(s).

· The team has   ______  minutes to complete the course.

· Describe what you might see if a handler was preceding the dog.  _____________________ 
· _________________________________________________________________________
· Why should the dog precede the handler?  ________________________________________

· What would you do if the handler precedes the dog?  _______________________________ 
· The Handler is allowed to ________ ___________ to restart when the handler has preceded. 

· The course is run in sequence.    T       F 

· If the dog refuses an obstacle once or twice  the handler  may come back if time allows.  T   F

· The dog is allowed how many attempts on any one obstacle? ________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________

· If the handler gives physical assistance to the dog for safety reasons what must happen next?  ________________________________________________________
*The course may be set up as six separate obstacles or a combination. The course construction should allow the dog the opportunity to complete each of the obstacles independently. 

Example: The ladder (1st obstacle) to the 6ft high plank (2nd    obstacle) must have another option to get to the plank in case the dog refuses the ladder.

Review course construction and obstacles in Section II 

ELEMENT 5 - Rubble Pile:

· List the required skills: 

1)_________________

2)_________________

3)_________________

4)_________________

5)________________

6)________________

Using the interview check list on the score sheet to evaluate the handler’s interview skills. If they leave out a question, are you permitted to give a leading question that will help them gain the necessary information?  Y  N

· The briefing/interview is _____ minutes. 

· Who gives the briefing?  _________

· The evaluator team needs to be present for the interview.  T     F

· The team has ____ minutes to search for ____ victims.

· The handler should give the search strategy.  T    F

· The handler may direct the dog to search but not to alert.  T    F

· When may the handler access the rubble pile?   ______________________________________

· Describe what is meant by “barks repetitively at source”  ____________________________

· The handler is allowed to verbally praise and encourage the dog once the handler has entered the pile.    T      F

· If the handler is unable to quickly locate the scent source by the canine’s actions, he/she ____ __________________ and _____________ the search.                                                                                                        

· After the handler identifies the first victim they have full access to the rest of the pile and may direct and control the dog.         T      F 

· Describe an appropriate FSA victim location:__________________________________  

_________________________________________________________________________

· What is the minimum height and area of the site?     _______________________________ 

· What type of material may be used?   ___________________________________________
· The victim must be totally ____________ from handler and dog.

· The victims must be in place for  __________ minutes before the dog is sent.

· Why is it important to construct new holes for victim placement?   ________________________, ____________________________________________________________________________

· Teams being assessed are not permitted on the pile after these holes are constructed.          T     F  
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